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What accounts for the persistence of the figure of the black criminal in popular culture created by African
Americans? Unearthing the overlooked history of art that has often seemed at odds with the politics of civil
rights and racial advancement, Under a Bad Sign explores the rationale behind this tradition of criminal self-
representation from the Harlem Renaissance to contemporary gangsta culture.

In this lively exploration, Jonathan Munby takes a uniquely broad view, laying bare the way the criminal
appears within and moves among literary, musical, and visual arts. Munby traces the legacy of badness in
Rudolph Fisher and Chester Himes’s detective fiction and in Claude McKay, Julian Mayfield, and Donald
Goines’s urban experience writing. Ranging from Peetie Wheatstraw’s gangster blues to gangsta rap, he also
examines criminals in popular songs. Turning to the screen, the underworld films of Oscar Micheaux and
Ralph Cooper, the 1970s blaxploitation cycle, and the 1990s hood movie come under his microscope as well.
Ultimately, Munby concludes that this tradition has been a misunderstood aspect of African American civic
life and that, rather than undermining black culture, it forms a rich and enduring response to being outcast in
America.
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From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Under a
Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Alla Haynes:

The particular book Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Under a
Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Diana Johnson:

The reason why? Because this Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular
Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jackie Thompson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation
in African American Popular Culture was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that.
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