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The relationship between actors and spectators has been of perennial interest to playwrights. The Roman
playwright Plautus (ca. 200 BCE) was particularly adept at manipulating this relationship. Plautus allowed
his actors to acknowledge freely the illusion in which they were taking part, to elicit laughter through
humorous asides and monologues, and simultaneously to flatter and tease the spectators.

These metatheatrical techniques are the focus of Timothy J. Moore's innovative study of the comedies of
Plautus. The first part of the book examines Plautus' techniques in detail, while the second part explores how
he used them in the plays Pseudolus, Amphitruo, Curculio, Truculentus, Casina, and Captivi. Moore shows
that Plautus employed these dramatic devices not only to entertain his audience but also to satirize aspects of
Roman society, such as shady business practices and extravagant spending on prostitutes, and to challenge
his spectators' preconceptions about such issues as marriage and slavery. These findings forge new links
between Roman comedy and the social and historical context of its performance.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carlson:

The book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Theater of
Plautus: Playing to the Audience? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Richard Graham:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience book is readable simply by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The
Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you continue to thinking The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Ronald Dotson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the
Audience publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Theater of
Plautus: Playing to the Audience as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Thelma Atkins:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the
Audience has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading that.
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