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While society may applaud middle and upper class women who decide to stay home to raise their children,
there exists a decided abhorrence for single mothers, welfare queens, who collect public funds but do not
work. Here, Hart challenges traditional notions of welfare mothers by providing first-hand accounts of poor
urban mothers and revealing the life-affirming and moral aspects of their motherwork--a form of subsistence
work, involving many tasks that incorporate the physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual dimensions
of life. Though the mothering work these women do is vilified in public discourse as unnecessary and
unwanted, the author contends that the ethical and epistemological dimensions of life-affirming work--a key
component of motherwork--not only structure social-political activism but also educational efforts that are
oriented towards radical change. Concrete experiences of motherwork, policy analyses regarding welfare
reform, efforts oriented towards educational and epistemological border-crossings, and collective struggles
for social change are examined here in a larger theoretical, political-economic framework.

Pulling together the many strands of different theoretical fields addressing issues related to
critical/transformative pedagogy, community activism, and forms of unpaid work, this unique work calls for
the unlearning of ways of thinking and feeling which uphold prejudices and life-threatening social-political
hierarchies. While the public may sneer at women who choose to accept welfare in order to stay home to
raise their children, these mothers must continue to perform this invisible work in order that their children
may break the cycle of poverty in which they are entrenched. The author examines ways in which these
mothers organize and carry out educational efforts and political work in the context of extreme poverty and
against the harsh criticisms of an unforgiving public. Ultimately, Hart hopes to convince the public of the
inherent importance of motherwork and break down the prejudices that have worked against the urban poor
and single mothers.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Ray:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work:
Motherwork, Education, and Social Change (Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) is kind of
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Barbara Hall:

The guide with title The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change
(Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rodney Natale:

Beside that The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change (Contributions
in Economics and Economic History,) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change (Contributions in Economics
and Economic History,) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Edward Reed:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork,
Education, and Social Change (Contributions in Economics and Economic History,). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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