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For a half century following the end of World War II, the seemingly permanent cold war provided the United
States with an organizing logic that governed nearly every aspect of American society and culture, giving
rise to an unwavering belief in the nation's exceptionalism in global affairs and world history. After the
collapse of the Soviet Union, this cold war paradigm was replaced by a series of new ideological narratives
that ultimately resulted in the establishment of another potentially endless war: the global war on terror.

In The New American Exceptionalism, pioneering scholar Donald E. Pease traces the evolution of these state
fantasies and shows how they have shaped U.S. national identity since the end of the cold war, uncovering
the ideological and cultural work required to convince Americans to surrender their civil liberties in
exchange for the illusion of security. His argument follows the chronology of the transitions between
paradigms from the inauguration of the New World Order under George H. W. Bush to the homeland
security state that George W. Bush's administration installed in the wake of 9/11. Providing clear and
convincing arguments about how the concept of American exceptionalism was reformulated and redeployed
in this era, Pease examines a wide range of cultural works and political spectacles, including the exorcism of
the Vietnam syndrome through victory in the Persian Gulf War and the creation of Islamic extremism as an
official state enemy.

At the same time, Pease notes that state fantasies cannot altogether conceal the inconsistencies they mask,
showing how such events as the revelations of prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib and the exposure of government
incompetence after Hurricane Katrina opened fissures in the myth of exceptionalism, allowing Barack
Obama to challenge the homeland security paradigm with an alternative state fantasy that privileges fairness,
inclusion, and justice.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The New American Exceptionalism
(Critical American Studies) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lewis Skinner:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The New American Exceptionalism (Critical American Studies) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The New American Exceptionalism (Critical
American Studies) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Michael Quintanar:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The New American Exceptionalism (Critical American Studies) provide you with new experience in
examining a book.

Soledad Neeley:

You can get this The New American Exceptionalism (Critical American Studies) by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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