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By 1915, Hollywood had become the epicenter of American filmmaking, with studio “dream factories”
structuring its vast production. Filmmakers designed Hollywood studios with a distinct artistic and industrial
mission in mind, which in turn influenced the form, content, and business of the films that were made and
the impressions of the people who viewed them. The first book to retell the history of film studio
architecture, Studios Before the System expands the social and cultural footprint of cinema’s virtual worlds
and their contribution to wider developments in global technology and urban modernism. Focusing on six
significant early film corporations in the United States and France—the Edison Manufacturing Company,
American Mutoscope and Biograph, American Vitagraph, Georges Méliès’s Star Films, Gaumont, and Pathé
Frères—as well as smaller producers and film companies, Studios Before the System describes how
filmmakers first envisioned the space they needed and then sourced modern materials to create novel film
worlds. Artificially reproducing the natural environment, film studios helped usher in the world’s Second
Industrial Revolution and what Lewis Mumford would later call the “specific art of the machine.” From
housing workshops for set, prop, and costume design to dressing rooms and writing departments, studio
architecture was always present though rarely visible to the average spectator in the twentieth century,
providing the scaffolding under which culture, film aesthetics, and our relation to lived space took shape.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Cortez:

The event that you get from Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of
Cinematic Space (Film and Culture Series) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide
into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic Space (Film and
Culture Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Studios Before the System:
Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic Space (Film and Culture Series) instantly.

Gerri Pettit:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence
of Cinematic Space (Film and Culture Series) as your daily resource information.

Charles Bryce:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of
Cinematic Space (Film and Culture Series) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have
those short extra time problems.

Stacy Brooks:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Studios Before the System: Architecture,
Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic Space (Film and Culture Series) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic Space (Film and



Culture Series) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of the time.
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