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Luis Ocaña seemed doomed to live in the shadow of cycling's greatest ever rider, Eddy Merckx – 'The
Cannibal'. Their rivalry defined Ocaña's entire career, yet he was the one rider capable of beating the all-
conquering Merckx in his prime. After an impoverished upbringing he flourished at the sport he loved and in
1970 secured his biggest victory on home soil, winning the Vuelta a España, and confirming his status as a
Grand Tour challenger. But it was in the 1971 Tour de France that the battle between Merckx and Ocaña
reached its peak when, at the Orcières-Merlette stage, he inflicted on Merckx the worst defeat he would
suffer in a major Tour, with an astonishing 120 kilometre solo breakaway through the Alps.

But then came one of most gut-wrenching crashes in Tour de France history when Ocaña fell heavily on a
Pyrenean descent, losing his leader's jersey, and with it his best chance of destroying Merckx's reputation of
invincibility. In the midst of a torrential downpour, with minimal visibility, rider after rider crashed into the
injured rider as he lay prone. The following day Merckx refused to wear the leader's jersey out of respect.

It was only when Merckx was missing from the start-line in 1973 that Ocaña became Spain's second ever
Tour de France winner. If Merckx had been present, Ocaña's chances of success would have been far
slimmer. Further triumphs amassed before his swansong in 1976, but Ocaña's decline in later life reflects the
immense struggle he embraced during the height of his career. An enigmatic outsider to both the Spanish and
French throughout his career – never truly accepted in either country – he died in mysterious circumstances
aged just 48.

A fascinating, complicated character both on and off his bike, Ocaña's fierce determination, impetuosity and
– some would say – recklessness created some of the most beautiful and gripping episodes in the history of
the sport. This is the first ever biography in English of 'the Spanish Merckx' who remains one of the most
fascinating Tour de France champions.

 Download Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana ...pdf

 Read Online Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00IZGUKCO


Download and Read Free Online Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana Alasdair Fotheringham

From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

The book Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Reckless: The Life and Times of
Luis Ocana to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a
reserve Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Elizabeth Bello:

This Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Reckless: The Life
and Times of Luis Ocana can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Reckless: The Life and Times
of Luis Ocana having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Marian Buell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Reckless: The Life and
Times of Luis Ocana is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Robinson:

The book untitled Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
examine.
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