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The Index of American Design was one of the most significant undertakings of the Federal Art Project -- the
visual arts arm of the Works Progress Administration. Part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal,
this ambitious initiative set out to discover and document an authentic American style in everyday objects.
The curators of the Index combed the country for art of the machine age -- from carved carousel horses to
engraved powder horns to woven coverlets -- created by artisans for practical use. In their search for a true
American artistic identity, they also sought furniture designed by regional craftsmen laboring in isolation
from European traditions. Kentucky by Design offers the first comprehensive examination of the objects from
the Bluegrass State featured in this historic venture. It showcases a wide array of offerings, including
architecture, furniture, ceramics, musical instruments, textiles, clothing, and glass- and metalworks. The
Federal Art Project played an important role in documenting and preserving the work of Shaker artists from
the Pleasant Hill and South Union communities, and their creations are exhibited in this illuminating catalog.
Beautifully illustrated with both the original watercolor depictions and contemporary, art-quality
photographs of the works, this book is a lavish exploration of the Commonwealth's distinctive contribution to
American culture and modern design.

Features contributions from Jean M. Burks, Erika Doss, Jerrold Hirsch, Lauren Churilla, Larrie Currie,
Michelle Ganz, Tommy Hines, Lee Kogan, Ron Pen, Janet Rae, Shelly Zegart, Mel Hankla, Philippe
Chavance, Kate Hesseldenz, Madeleine Burnside, and Allan Weiss.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Lopez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Kentucky by Design: The Decorative Arts and American
Culture.

James Mace:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Kentucky by Design: The Decorative Arts and
American Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

William Looney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Kentucky by Design: The
Decorative Arts and American Culture which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

John Yang:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kentucky by Design: The Decorative Arts and
American Culture can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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