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Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Ernst Moritz
Arndt University of Greifswald, 83 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In Mexican-
American/ Chicano culture, feminine archetypes from the Mexican tradition play an important role for
woman’s subjectivity. Traditionally, such archetypes epitomize Catholic-patriarchal constructions of
womanhood. Idolized by the figures of the Virgin of Guadalupe, La Malinche, and La Llorona, the most
prevailing representations of female sexuality and motherhood evolve around the passive virgin, the sinful
seductress, and the traitorous mother.
Along the lines of Chicana feminism, the traditional definitions of these feminine archetypes can be seen as
promoting an image of woman that is detrimental to female subjectivity. Although there are three figures,
these archetypes evoke a binary opposition that defines woman as either “good woman” or “bad woman,”
“virgin” or “whore.” As such, they limit and circumscribe the Chicana’s development of subjectivity.
But these cultural icons may also epitomize feminine power, and hence provide the Chicana with possible
feminist role models to back up her emancipation. Chicana feminists have employed creative writing to
counter the Catholic-patriarchal discourse on the Virgin of Guadalupe, Malinche, and La Llorona. As they
explore these cultural archetypes in their novels, short stories, and poems, Chicana feminists attempt to
reveal the mechanisms by which the original images of these mythic figures have been subverted,
disempowered, and distorted. But most importantly, they seek to deconstruct the virgin/whore dichotomy by
rewriting the mythic figures. Through a revision of existing myths, Chicana writers are able to create a
feminist mythology that is rooted in cultural tradition but simultaneously serves as an act of resistance to the
dominant discourse.
This Master’s thesis will explore the mythic figures of Guadalupe, Malinche, and La Llorona in all their
complexity, and discuss their predominant role in contemporary Chicana literature by focusing on different
examples of creative writing provided by three of the most articulate and powerful Chicana voices:

Helena Maria Viramontes: “The Broken Web” and “The Cariboo Cafe”
Sandra Cisneros: “Little Miracles, Kept Promises,” “Never Marry a Mexican” and “Woman Hollering
Creek”
Ana Castillo: So Far from God
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Female mythologies in contemporary chicana
literature will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Andrew Schulz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Female
mythologies in contemporary chicana literature suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in
this era. The book untitled Female mythologies in contemporary chicana literatureis one of several books
which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Gertrude Barrett:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Female mythologies in
contemporary chicana literature which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Carolyn Rolon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Female mythologies in contemporary chicana literature when you needed it?
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