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Whether fulfilling subsistence needs or featured in stories of grand adventure, hunting loomed large in the
material and the imagined landscape of the nineteenth-century West. Epiphany in the Wilderness explores
the social, political, economic, and environmental dynamics of hunting on the frontier in three “acts,” using
performance as a trail guide and focusing on the production of a “cultural ecology of the chase” in literature,
art, photography, and taxidermy.

Using the metaphor of the theater, Jones argues that the West was a crucial stage that framed the
performance of the American character as an independent, resourceful, resilient, and rugged individual. The
leading actor was the all-conquering masculine hunter hero, the sharpshooting man of the wilderness who
tamed and claimed the West with each provident step. Women were also a significant part of the story,
treading the game trails as plucky adventurers and resilient homesteaders and acting out their exploits in
autobiographical accounts and stage shows.

Epiphany in the Wilderness informs various academic debates surrounding the frontier period, including the
construction of nature as a site of personal challenge, gun culture, gender adaptations and the crafting of the
masculine wilderness hero figure, wildlife management and consumption, memorializing and trophy-taking,
and the juxtaposition of a closing frontier with an emerging conservation movement.

 

The University Press of Colorado gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the Charles Redd Center
for Western Studies at Brigham Young University toward the publication of this book.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

The experience that you get from Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the
Nineteenth-Century American West could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Epiphany in the
Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West instantly.

Carolyn Foley:

The actual book Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century
American West has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before
write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Joshua Nichols:

This Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American
West is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always
deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in
the Nineteenth-Century American West in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt that will?

Andrea Quirk:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-
Century American West we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't



always be doubt to change your life by this book Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and
Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West. You can more desirable than now.
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